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A Reversal

in Nicaragua

Instezs of rzving Congess to the Niczreguan fee
oo fpmiers, Presicent Rezgan's sufurous rbetonc for
the coniras has set the scene for his administaton's Ge-
fez: 20z ¢ reversel m the risng Bde of Amerczn worid
nrestipe. Rezgenite harc-tners are desperatel jooring
far some wev 1o T the Dde zac persuade the Senzte
2~7 House to restere $14 milios of “covert” ClA 2id to
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nz5on mev be teo Phers! Demorreis ther concem 1S
pot suigent for them to supnon Lo embarTessngly

¥ TES00m Dralers. DUl Gre Lberels and other anu-een-
£ forces, the Reaganites see small prospect of vic-
tery when the president calis for the vote.

Tzt Bas cused consiemizton among some of Rez-

c=n's best friends. They are gowing croca) of Secretery
! Sezte George Shiliz, whose sTong langeage &5pport-
ing the festom Sghters conests strangely wTth his éi-
=237 epprosches W the Sendius regme.
These peopie foreses majr potibcal repercussions
tmoughout the hemisphere: reinforcement o Sandrustz
e n Niczreguz, inumucation of Costa Ricz and Hon-
¢ues. confrmevion of Fidel Casro's commust power m
the Western Hemisphere, Joss of U.S. credidiity mariang
tre end of z period of rejztive dynamism in U.S. foreign
pobicy in the East-Viest struggie.

No matter how displeasmg this prospect for their
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Dot LLA “coverl war zgzinst the Sesgupsies.

financia! 2id for the contres or anF eleont to get belp
oz lsrael or other third couztnes.

A less predictable reacaon is belding zmong Reub-
Bzzn conservauves, They kmow thet © the Sandinistes
triumphandy consoldzte their power because of the
fzTure of four vears of mejor 5ot by the Reagan ac-
minisTedoz, every Latn American couztrv—Meco
meluded—may soon find mself up 2gainst the cutting
edge of communist power.

Such concems were wnveled = a privete hmcheon K
bere this wesk to foreign poicy hard-imers by Maleolm
Waliop, one af the Republican senators best cdermed oa
foreign policy. Praliop noted that Sex Gordon Hurmphrey
hac asked Stttz at 2 recent Armed Senvices Commitee
heang to explzin how the United Siztes could possdly
pegosatle zy “muwely advantageous agresment” with
2 Soviet government ‘“‘whose behzvior 8 DdsEnginshe
abje from thet f Neg Ge=mamy.” Welop seid that Squlz
refused 1o tzke the question serously.

Such hz-t-Eners believe an umizvorebie vote by Coor
gress should be foliowed up by Shulz with actior along
the lines o his Fet. 22 speech i San Franasce. Shuliz
said then that ¥ Conpress refuset 1o restore the ClA aid,

Nor =l Eoerzls countemance aoy SWTch 1O privele

n_would have the efect of “consigrng Nicarague to the
endiess demimess of commlmust DTEnny and kad the
Unhed Skates *‘dowm 2 path of gezter ganger.”

But whzt 1s Shuisz's plan to 2vert thal catastrophe if
ClA fupding ic denied by Congress’ I such 2 plan ex-
ists, it 1s one of the few secrets Jeit 1n governmen..

CI8ES, Newt Amenice Syncicale
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